The well-known energetic influence of the ergot of rye upon the parturient uterus naturally led to the employment of such a potent drug in various other conditions of the system. It has, accordingly, been used most notably in the haemorrhages generally, in haemoptysis, in heematemesis, in epistaxis, in purpura, etc.
ergotine, and on each trial have observed that most markedly the arterial radicles were reduced in their calibre to the extent of about one-half, with accompanying stasis of the blood current.
Following out the observation, and remarking that this contractility must necessarily result from the action of the secale upon the fibres of the involuntary or unstriped system of muscles,?an influence which cannot reasonably be confined to one particular region of the body,?and whether we regard such contraction as occurring through the medium of the blood, or by the circuit of the cerebro-spinal or sympathetic systems of nerves, we are equally confined to the deduction that its virtue must be general and not local, and will in like measure be equally developed in whatever quarter of the body organic muscular fibre is plentifully distributed, and that its effects should largely extend to the heart, to the stomach and intestines, to the bladder, to the uterus, to the spleen, and other viscera whose anatomical structure to a considerable extent partakes of this substance.
Accordingly, in a heart case which lately presented itself, in which the prominent symptoms were palpitation, with some degree of valvular murmur and increased dulness over the cardiac region in short, the ordinary signs of simple dilatation of that organ?liquor secalis cornuti was administered in 1 dr. doses three times a day, with marked benefit to the patient, and the gradual amelioration of all the symptoms. 
